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Miracles and Magic of the God-Men of India
By Gary Stone

Thanks to the close contact that NCAS maintains with CSICOP, we tumbled toa
serendipitous opportunity to invite Indian researcher B. Premanand to speak to uson
February 11. He was wrapping up a cross-country lecture tour on the unethical uses
of magic by the so-called “God-Men of India.” When we sentoutthe flyers announcing
his appearance, what we thought we were offering was aninteresting lecture. What we
got was a fascinating show!

There, at the front of the cozy meeting room of the Tysons Pimmit Regional Library,
wasa grey-bearded Indian gentleman of 62, dressed ina simple suit of coarsely woven
cloth. The 40 people in the room strained slightly to catch his soft, accented voice. The
founder of the 100,000-strong Indian Committee for Scientific Investigation of
Claims of the Paranormal was modestly relating the story of his life, and how he came
to oppose the many God-Men who exploit the masses and corrupt state officials to
become rich and entrenched in their traditional niche in Indian culture and society.

As a very young boy, Premanand quite naturally believed in miracles and even
studied with gurus and yogis, who had much to interest an inquiring mind. But the boy
found too many inconsistencies. Why was it that the teachers who claimed to cure
sickness by “elevating the sexual powers” were themselves sick? One said he “wanted
to be sick, to work out past Karma.” Why did a guru famous for pouring “unlimited”
amounts of water from a palm-sized bottle have to have water brought to his ashram
when the well ran dry? And why do men who can make miracles keep asking for
money instead of creating it themselves? By the age of 12, Premanand had become a
self-made skeptic.

By his twenties, he had demystified fire, by holding a torch to hisarm. Unexpectedly,
herepeated the experiment for us, showing that it takes about three seconds before skin
beginstoburmn from alightly soaked kerosene torch burning at 800 degrees; no spiritual
elevation isrequired! (He smiled as he watched us cautiously eye the sprinklers in the

(Continued on page 4.)

Swiss’s Magic “Evening
With an Honest Liar”

By Julie Stern

“I'm the wizard. I'm the conjurer, T am
sorcerer, sage, psychic, seer. I can move
mountains. I can change the flow of
mighty oceans, alter the course of the
planets. But first, a card trick.”

Sobegan Jamy Ian Swiss’s Janoary 27
show, “An Evening with an Honest
Liar,” held at the University of Maryland
at College Park. Swiss, an NCAS board
member and founding member, profes-
sional magician, and self-described
“skeptical activist,” dazzled a sold-out
house of NCAS members, university
students, and others with the broad rep-
ertoire of his magic comedy nightclub
act, which featured tricks involving
cards, coins, coat hangers, and handker-
chiefs. He even played the harmonica.

Among Swiss's first tricks was a
demonstration of “genuine mindread-
ing” by volunteers from the audience. He
then went on to conduct a “test” of ESP.
As he told a member of the audience,
chosen 1o play the researcher and “skep-
tic inresidence” for this trick, “Scientists
have been searching for ESP for over 130
years, and so far all they’ve been able to
bump into is a lot of ESD: expert sensory

(Continued on page 5.)
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CIICOP Fellow Carl Sagan Vis
By Neil L. Inglis

No, he didn’t tell us we were all made of siarstuff. Nor did he use the phrase “billions
ond biflions of stars.” (Alihough be did ell vs the Earth was 4.6 billion years 0ld.) Yet
Carl Sagan’s whimsical and pragmaiic sides were both on display at the single public
session of the International Cooperation Conference, sponsored by the Pasadena-
based Planetary Society (of which Sagan is president) and the George Washington
University Space Policy Institute, and held at GWU fast December 8 and 9,

For example, asked Sagam, following a successful intermational manned mission fo
Mars, should an astronaut or 8 cosmonaut be the first to take that all-important fixst
footstep onto the Martian surtace? Sagan’s view was that the American and the Soviet
should have their ankles bound together with a stout length of rope and leap ot inio
the ether arm in arm. As he put i, what a wonderful thing it would be “if the planet
named afier the god of war could help to increase the peacefulness of the inhabiiants
of Barth,” Yet such an ammangement would hardly be fair, countered guest panelist
Roger Bonnet, director of scientific progreams at the Bwropean Space Agency.
Wouldn’t it be beiter to fasien together the ankles of a Soviet, aa Amenican, and a
Ewropean, and have them all prance out of the spacecraft together in a grand gesire
of ramspational fricndship? And if a long enough piece of rope were unforthcoming,
Bomnet argued that the European should be allowed to jump out fixst. As 1 listened fo
all of this painful guff from my seat in the andience, itoccumed to me that any European
astronaut irying to preempt his colleagnes in this way would probably end up with the
nearest length of rope wrapped arcund his gullet!

The Space Program, Past and Futnre

All joking aside, Sagan began his keynote address with a sobering portrait of
NASA’s history, The Jaunch of Sputrik and Gagann’s circuit of the globe, with all
their attendant cold-war implications, had jolted 1.8, policymakers into a frenzy of
activity. While NASA’s goal was “io land an American on the Moon by the end of the
19603, and return kim home safely,” scientisis had 1o take a back seat, and 1% is no
accident that the very last man to siep off the ladder on Apolio 17 was also the first
scientist to have gone to the Moon. As Sagan commented, the mentality at that time
seemed 1o have been “those folks at NASA have gone too far—they're sending up
scientists!” Approval dates for such “recent” projects as Viking (1968) and Voyager
(1972} steetch back to the Apollo era; deprived of coberent objiectives since the Apollo
program ended, NASA has been allowed 1o drift along like a piece of space junk.

Sagan and Mis colleagues have conceded the importance of justifying the space
program in terms that politicians and the general public can appreciate. Brgo, no more
chit-chat about Voyager plagues and interstellar flight. Sagan hammered this point
home in his response o a spectator who Jengthily expounded on the importance of
colomizing the cosmos in order 1o ease population pressures at home: Sagam frosiily
advised his questioner thai as we lack the requisiie [ift and carriage capabilities, notto

{Continued on page 4.)

sits Washington

Astrology Debunked
By Herb Federhen

Svnopsis: NCAS board member Dr, Lee Rickard spoke recently about astrology.

He fis agoinst i

Astronomer Lee Rickard titled his recent talk “Trving to Think Abowt Asirology”
becanse, as he said, it’s nol am easy subject o think about: the more you &y to think
about it, the more contradictions you find, and the fess vou get out of it. A small but
enthusiastic group heand Rickard speak at the Tysons Pivwmit Library on April 2

Rickard is umiguely qualified to speak on this topic, with 2 Ph.D. in astronomy and
astrophysics from the Umiversity of Chicago, and experience teaching astronomy 8t
Howard University. He has been forced 10 Jook into astrology by guestions from
people who assumed that astronomy and asirology axe the same thing. Clearly, they
are not: asironomy 1s a recognized scientific discipline, while astrology doesn’t even
have enough of a basis to be a decent psendoscience.

{(Continued on page 10.)
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CIENTISTS REVEAL:
CLEAR FUSION 1M

E OTTLE OF WATER,
9V CAR
POWERED BY CAR

BATTERY!

By D.W. "Chip” Denmon
Yon've seen fhas sort of thing in the
tabloids before: an absolutely exwaordi-
nary citmm, promising o revolutionize
modern science, Mo resulis are published
in the sclemtific jowmals, but 2 press
amnouncement makes astonishing asser-
tons, offerng a stmple, low-tech

method for ?\@C@“mﬁsﬁirr agoal thathas
elunded the world’s best researchers fior

E

..a

produced from water, a couple of elec-
trodes, and a car battery.

But this tirae the story is in the Weash-
ington Post and the New York Times, and
onthe BBC. One of the “top sclentisis” is
in fact the chair of his d@pm tment at the
University of Utah. The startling news is
released at an official press conference
held by the wniversity, A handful of sci-
entists at other institaiions are vouching
for the work, and full scientific papers
are promaised very Soom.

Allegedly, ioke a tank of deweriom
oxide (heavy water), dissolve a solution
of hibinm as an elecirolyte, add iwo
electrodes (one platinum end one palla-
drom), apply electrical cumrent from 2
siumple battery—and Yow! Eight howrs
later, pairs of denterium atoms fuse into
helimm, releasing heat energy im excess
of the electtical emergy applied. Or
maybe the denterivm fuses with the Hith-
fum. Use the heat to make steam, twm a
generator, and, hey, vou solve the energy
crisis. In 2 breach of scientific custom,
the Umiversity of Utah and Professors
Fleishman and Pons held a demonsira-
tiom for the media without going through
the nsual peer-reviewed joummals, Toadd
confusion, Professors Jones and Palmer
Al Brigham Young University say that
they have independently done just abomt
the same Mmmv

Andmost of the scientific commummnity ¥
remains skeptical.

AsLwrite, this stertling controversy of
modern science is playing out in the

(Continved on page 8.)
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Fremanand: Indian Go

loww ceiling.) Mext, I Maughmv olunteer from the front row how
0 ezt fire. “Just close vour mouth quickly,” he said, placing a
flaming disk of camphor on the young man’s & tongue. He also

o
provided an explanation of fix i

<

e waliking, familier to readers of

The Skeptical Inguirer: Prepare the fire carefully to eliminaie
hot spots, keep your feet demp (or even muddy), and walk
ikt

Premanand recounied the many miracles performed over the

I

ages by the God-Men to demonsirate their spiritual credentials,
Nome ,Lmuw‘ ¢ any elaborate apparams. Most relied on slight-

/C‘
=

of-hand, simple chemical/mechenical effects, and ihe amdi-

mv" s maivete abont bagic physics and physiology. Magic, he
explained, lies just bevond the familiasity of common daily

ERPEFIRACE.

Self-mutilation

epiderimal layers

o

¥

thout bleeding is a common theme. The

Y
of F skim can be pierced by a needle without

producing blood, and if enough surface area is iavolved, a
thread through one layer of skin can carry up 0 500 grams—
thiree fevers for vp to 80 kilograms. For us, he plerced his own

tomgue with a sharp pointed metal rod. His face in angish, he
21 ihe bloodless impalement. The

emed his mouth wide 1o revea
%7 Don’t vom remenibe xh@s © hent aTrows YOu Pt Over ¥our

head as 2Jad? In vet another demonsiration, Premanand showed
how a ‘@r iece of paper soaked in clarified butter will burst into a
bright amd img ely spiritual flame when sprinkled covertly
mmhj fassim permanganate dust.

Glass cating came mext. Much of 1t imvolves sleight of hand,

‘l o ey
pﬂwmwg the sharp shaxd for a2 more palatable sugar crystal. But

5
78
Premanand cladmed that anyone can actually eat glass. And so
e did! With a hammer he carefully smashed areftgerator bulb
provided by NCAS™s vice president, Rmﬂy Lockwood. An-
other volunteer examined the shards and placed a large one
directly in Premanand’s mouih. It was mu*m the next several

LI £iher ’ T
mimuies of thorongh and noisy cronching that the technique was

explained 1o us; Groimd the glass into the tiniest of granules
swallowing with water. (Ar This pot i

[P
l&@!t@\ [

tiously spit the glass into the water.) Beginners v
10 eat a banana beforehand.

Premanand also explained thai the Indian Rope Trick has
fallen on hard times. Tﬂ pre-electric India, the rope would rise ow‘"’
its own power mp into the waning evening twill g)nu and 2

{4}
an

boy would climb wpit, only to disappear i

'l 1 by s o
wwhere the harsh and persisient glare

there are few S eIl O
e =~ o ool
3 ulc mot reveal a second rope ”\mng overhead

of artif cm
'L\

vetween the two trees thar \Lm@hmomlﬂy um\m the performaance.
Premanand’s own debunking act i
phivsical o judicial confrontation fcha naum\
$10,000 prize to anyone who can demonstrate psy
uwnder monitored conditions. On one ac
skeptical” team abducied a God-Man's
performance and put one of thelr own
ma@m%: COmCopia (w th 2 hole m its b
duced the verious frwiis wished for by mes

Ff)“@

aswm Hm *ﬂwm

29

A aph ple appeared when 2 bamena wa
DO Lma\@ for a pear. Finally, the skeptic emerged from
?oemam ihe cormucopia, and pandemomiuim broke out.

2

filed 2 cage against a G@d~Mam E
ingratated himself with the dauvghter of a prominent
political fgure by creating a gold meckiace for her ont of 1
m’ue way or another, that act is in violation of India’s ver uﬁim.

Gold Control Act, though this techmigue probably was ot
emvnsmmd by the mnation’s lawmakers. Im § ’
constmtion has a section specifically admonishin
“cultivaie a scientific temperament

ed 1o have Pre

Lo =
from a foreign country

A

<
¥
1

We were priviies

R (=)

nand as ihe frst skepiic

10 address our group. 1

1,

Sagan, from p.

nemtion habitable pﬂaneﬁs within hatling distance of Baxth; for

!
now, at least, the human race had betier sort ont its problems af.
fhome.,

High on this W“w “geoc
Fl t Barth,”

eniric” agenda for space is “Mission
to Plane " an micmational project now m the pipeline
that will consist of four ’*ﬂlm—mhumg platforms (two fmm the
United States, one from the European Space Agency, and one
irom Japam) together with geosynchromous satellites, designed
o mondior chimatic and envirommental wends on Haxth, the
depletion of Hexth’s ozone layer, and the “Greenhouse Effect”

on our home planet.

While the greenhouse effect om Venus may mot have been
camsed by wjle Venusians going inio the antomobile indus-
fry,” as Sagan jesied, the canldron conditions prevailing there
can serve ag an object lessom for the improvident inbabitants of

1 o
I

1n According o Sagam, itis easy to see why it shoukd
1o Barth to study other plamets like Yenus, ”@vm if

we didn” Mmmﬁ oumce of adventuresome Spirit in Less
easy for Sagam et &l. to appreciate 15 that dmm—mmg@mng
cab it

b much public interest vntil the greenhouse effect and

ozone-layer depletion have acwally begun o bile—even
thongh ordinery citizens will show their gratitude for the other
more tengible henelits of space research, ncluding satellite
telephony and television, advance waming of floods and other
climatic upheavals, 2od so on.
o Mars or the MoomT
Much wo my relief, the sym;
the mmc of pﬂ etary @:&pﬂomw‘im Jﬁﬁ@g@ﬁh@n and Sagn m 2m ;ﬂ
y P"’a‘% Austin,
mgmed over the competing cladms of meanmed missions (o the
Moon and Mears, Sagan’s view was that Bmsim mherenily much
more interesting tham the Moo, thanks 0 its em G
mmm “rﬂzu‘f caps, and signs of dymamic cha

ﬂ \ﬁfi‘, U,nln@vt NW‘CSA 7

g,¢ natic fam

pe@rim‘m@ @f T @xamﬂ RGeS, A gmam ;
2 lavmch, rather tham a clear set m orm ectives.
ching goals to < f\p e ek

\,L‘l i 7]

essing social problems axe at hand.

Of canses waiting their

"
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2,
=




Swiss: An Honest Liar Performs, from p. 1
deception.” He used this opportunity to tell us how scientists get
in trouble when they try to study so-called psychics in the lab:
“They’re not trained to study things that cheat—ever hear of a
sneaky amoeba?” The volunteer then selected from the audi-
ence several experimental subjects, who were instructed to pick
a card froma standard deck he held. Swiss, changing the names
of the subjects “to protect the innocent,” dubbed them Shirley
MacLaine, Uri Geller, Doug Henning, and Tammy Fay Baker,
amaneuver that gave him achance to poke fun at these New Age
superstars. Magically, Swiss was able to call out the names of
the cards chosen by each subject.

One of Swiss's mostimpressive and enjoyable performances
let the entire audience, with the exception of a single volunteer,
in on the method behind the magic. While everyone else could
see exactly how Swiss was performing a trick involving several
large wire coat hangers, the volunteer, deprived of her sense of
sight, was truly mystified. As she descended from the stage, a
ook of wonder and confusion still on her face, Swiss cautioned
the audience, “Don’t tell it to her, sellit to her.” Swiss noted that
skeptics, in particular, often have a passion for knowing how
things work, but this demonstration proved that sometimes itis
more fun to be kept in the dark and thus preserve a sense of
mystery.

Jamy Ian Swiss

Swiss then used a different type of magic to present a very
different kind of illusion, by weaving a series of handkerchief
knot tricks into a poignant and personal story of one man’s
illusions about love, marriage, promises, and dreams.

Following his magic act, Swiss returned to the stage to
discuss his thoughts on magic, magicians, the paranormal, and
skepticism. He reviewed the long history of magicians’ interest
in the study of parapsychology, and explained why scientists
exploring parapsychological phenomena need magicians in the
lab when they are actually conducting their experiments. He

NCAS Skeptical Eye/Spring 1989

described how magic works, emphasizing that the difference
between a magician’s act or a mentalist’s routine and the work
of apsychic reader or a spoonbender like Uri Geller is primarily
one of settings and expectations: in a theatrical setting, one
expects to be fooled.

He also addressed the difference in ethical constructs be-
tween those who use magic to entertain and those who claim to
have paranormal powers,

Any true skeptic lovesamystery. Jamy showed us quite a few
in his performance, and spoke about many others. As he
mentioned in his discussion, a skeptic is someone who doesn’t
want to invent answers to the world’s mysteries, but to discover
the true answers-—primarily through science, but also through
art and literature. He closed by quoting H.L. Mencken: ““The
most costly of all follies is to believe passionately in the
palpably not true’—and that’s why I'm a skeptical activist.”

Swiss has indicated his willingness to repeat this show for
NCAS in the future—an occasion those who missed his January
performance should look forward to. (4

Clouded Vision:

Frequency Moderation
By Jon Slobins

Why doesanyone buy TV Guide these days? For the astrology
column, of course! This past January, the magazine placed all
of its features at the front, instead of dividing them in half with
the television listings. Perhaps as an incentive for readersto turn
to the back of the book, TV Guide added an astrology column on
its last page, summing up the entire week in one paragraph per
sign.

Many professional astrologers say that daily newspaper as-
trology columns are worthless because they don’t take into
account the exact date and time of birth for each person.
{Obviously, their comments are not motivated by a desire to sell
individualized horoscopes; remember, these are profession-
alsl)

Thus, TV Guide may be on to something. Perhaps its editors
have reasoned that the less ofien a horoscope is read, the more
effective the prediction,

But if a weekly horoscope is more effective than a daily one,
then a monthly horoscope must be even more valuable, Perhaps
we could prevail upon People or Us magazine to print a column
summing up the entire month in one paragraph per sign.

Even more effective would be a once-a-year horoscope. It
could be printed in Time's Person of the Year issue, or Sports
Hlustrated's annual swimsuit edition. Or, better yet, the presi-
dent could read it as part of his State of the Union address. (This
would have been especially appropriate during the previous
administration.)

But why stop there? If less is more, then horoscopes should
be limited to magazines doing their decennial reviews. Better
yet, they could be printed only as an appendix for each new
edition of the Oxford English Dictionary.

For the ultimate astrological precision, let’s eliminate horo-
scopesentirely. After all, asall NCAS membersrealize, nothing
is as effective as astrology! (3
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The plaﬂmg ommittee has d@md@d 1o mM for sugg@suﬁ“ﬁs on p@ak@zs, topics, themes, and events for

N

ine conference. We would greaily appreciate vour suggesiions. Simply send your ideas 10 ,»Um Lee Nisbet,

Special Frojects Director, CSICOP, Box 229, Buffalo, NY 14215 By June 5
Preliminary suggested themes include:

1.) What Is Skepticisin? Jis Theory and Methodology

of o 7

2.) ESP: The current status of psychical research and where do we go from here?

2&) Ammf\n v and the Paranormal - Failure of the public 10 realize what astronomy is and how it is
mpinged upon by psendoscience.

4.y Animal Rights and Scientific Research - Anti-abuse or Anti-science? Is the animal righis

movement the best organized, best financed, most dangerous anti-science movement vei. Should

animals be used in experimentation and 10 what extent and with what restrictions?

N

ur curricular vita and suggesied topic

YOUR SUGGESTED SPEAKER/S: (P]l@aw—‘ ﬂm’m contact the sp eakers yourself.) Youw may nominate
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YOUR JDEA/S FOR SPECIAL FUNCTIONS: Magic Show/Demonsiration/Visit to Smithsonian/




URFOs at the NASH

By Guy W, Moorﬂ

in the forty~odd year history of humanity’s “TUFO experi-
ence,” not 2 single physical artifact mor 2 mgl ph@fu@gmphic
rEpresentation wﬂl stand up fo Tigorous scrutiny,” NCAS
board member Philip Klass told an overfiow crowd at the
Smithsonian Institution’s Mational Air and Space Museum
Hinstein Planetarinm on a cold, rainy Satnrday moming
Ylarch.
The only evidence, Klass told the assembly during the course
of his talk, “UROS—Are They Really Out There?” rests om
sightings. This evidence, however, is far from conclusive. To
ilustrate his point, he noted two reports (one on March 3, 1968,
and the other om June 5, 1969) that secemingly had all the
nrerequisites for hard evidence short of 2 verifiable p! photograph
or piece of a fiving sewcer: multiple witnesses, both credible and
experienced; effects upon humans and amimals; and radar
“confirmation.” He then methodically showed prosaic explana-
tions for these sightings despite the seeming evidence of exira-
tervestoial travel.

,_/4,

Because announcements o 558°s talk were cagrie ff i the
“Weekend” section of the Washingion FPost as w@,ﬁ in such
newsletters as ihe Namm?ﬂ Uﬂltéﬂﬁ i ‘x@m@ﬁ“S ar D ust, the

a0y

audience—a full house of more tham 300 people—w
cross section of the gemeral public.

The frst quesu@ﬂ& who identified himself as having bee
tudent with Allen Hynek in the late 1960s, quoted ihe UT)
researcher as having said that while many sightings were
“bogus” there were also many that were “inexplicable.” Klass
agreed that in 2 conversation he had with Hynek (mow deceased)

ek had seid 1o him that there was a “hard core of
cases that can’t be expladned in prosedc terms.” Klass suggested
thet Fvmek select a small mumber of such cases and take them

o the National Academy of Sciences for am opimion, bt Hynek
never did.

Another questioner observed that in the late 1960s, UFOs
“were the rage” and asked Klass to bring the audience up to date
on UFO sightings. Klass cbserved that sightings tend to be

cvchic and ihak il

/a8 2 good

@

o

im 1984 H

tthey are often stimulated by the news media. The
t recent cycle imvolve M eged abductions, q;\r“a“@hzeﬂ by
bools wm as Whitley Swrieber’s Comunumion or Budd
Hopkins's fni rfdersﬂ
Another member of the audience relaied that he had been to
the MNational AT H ves” fourth foor, where he had been showm
many UFO photograpl h 'Hc asked if these photos were authen-
tic. Klass sedd that he had not seen the pichures in question, bat
pointed owi that the National Enguirer wes offering $1 million
for an authentic TUFO photo, so ﬂf he photos were authentic
S0 melo@dw was missing a good bet o ?ﬂ@cmmﬁ a milliomaire,
the question whether the U.S, government is sill pursuing
\{Tm feads, Klass suggested that anyone waniing 1o ft@p@m
UFO sig h«mfu‘ S“mhﬂd call the Departmeni of Defense or the
nearest Alr Force bage and see how much interest that aroused.
Another qups ion concerned Barry Goldwater’s reference 1o
UFO artifacts at "Wright Patterson Air Force Base; Klass
pointed ot that, in ihis case, Goldwater’s memory was evi-
dently fauliy.

5

¥ et another questioner referred to the 9,600 pages” of UFO
documents thai the CLA had refused to release, Klags responded

by telling of Peter Gersten’ s Freedom of Information regquest to
the CLA, and how 3,000 pages werereleased andonly 57 demied.

Furiher questions cmcem@d the Fortean Society, the Bduard
Meler photographs (which were rejecied by MUFON, the
Mutmal UFO Network), and the Condon Report, which Klass
said he thought was “mismanaged” but with whose conclusio
he agreed.

Klass ended by declaring that the public is fee to believe or
disbelieve m UFOs, but that people ook o sclence o provide
answers. In his many years ao a UH\ O imvestigator, that i3 what
fre has mied 1o do.

Sagan, from p. 4

A manned mission 1o Mexs, Sagan argued, is one such over-
arching objective, with i3 capeciy o cement iniermational
relations and to play a moderaiimg wole between the United
Staies and the Son et Union. Besides, the difficnlties involved
in the Mears leumch (timeframes, distance, supplies) will goad
intermadonal exertions and siretch ouwr capabilities. More to the
point, the Soviets wonld go without us, and other nations would
follow them, so the United Staies shonld decide now whether or
not it wanis 10 get on board. While the objectives of a Mars
mission could be met far more cheaply with robois than with
people, in Sagan’s opinion political and historical con .mlem—
tions dictate thai hwmans mum be brought along.

Conversely, 10 justify developing 2 Moon base in advance of
ihe onward "ﬂgmfﬁ to Mars, Harlem Smith argued ihat only
through a well-cstablished space mmﬂs‘“”iﬁmf“ will we be able
o guaraniee the regular fAow of supplies the Mearsnants will
meed if they are to avoid being marooned far from home. Smith
fther pointed out that a Moon base will provide a solid and at-
mosphereless environment ideal for astrononmcal cbservaion.
n ad@ﬁmn Smith argued that we need 10 “cut our toeth on the
Moon™ if we are 10 jowmey 1o b { ars suecessfolly.

Neediess to sav, many of the ideas discussed at the Inieima-
tional Cooperation Conference p ym S p OS an unprecedented
degree of collaboration between the United States and the
Soviet Union, those two nations that, ac mﬁ"@mgx » Sagan, have

“boobyirapped our planet.” How Sagan and his colleagres deal
with the challenges of U.S/USSR space cooperation is one
thing; how the Bush adoinisiration deals with them is anothesr.
Hitusive support for the space program is acheap way for presi-
denial candidates o sound idealistic, but I'm sure symposivin
attendees would have liked to pin down the new administration
0 some specifics. Alas, guesi-of-honor Dan Quayle pulfed ot
of the public symposium at the last minute; apparenily the
ransifion office was nof yei readly 1o adopt a public posture on

space-ielated issues.
Plo Smppor

ot For “Star VWars
ot fior “Star Wars

¢!

If comservaiives are locking for support for thet other “space
program,” the Sirategic Defense Initiative, they wom’t find it
firom Sa; ”ﬂmﬁ who reporied that| the tnitial formulamion
of SDI as “a tragic, ruinonsly expensive mistake.” While the

weﬂ~ RO mﬂciﬁ%

U
3

&

symposiom provided a forum fo LSagm



President’s Message, from p. 3

media, the journals of science, and computer bulletin boards
everywhere. As the drama unfolds, we have a chance to see
science at work, dealing with a claim almost as fantastic as
UFQs. Perhaps by the time the Skeptical Eve reaches you, the
story will have been refuted, consigned to the same dustheap as
last year’s “water with a memory” debunked by James Randiet
al. Or perhaps, like “warm superconductors,” the developers of
this “cold fusion” will be in line for the Nobel Prize.

As a proponent of skeptical thinking, I am often confronted
by advocates of all manner of beliefs who take science to task
for ignoring revolutionary ideas. The persecution of Galileo,
the denial of the extraterrestrial origin of meteors, and the

putative hoax of the duckbill platypus are all cited as examples
of a conservative scientific community too ready to dismiss
anything that does not fit into the established world view. Surely
ESP, Bigfoot, crystal power—take your pick—is the next
revolution waiting 1o happen.

The strength of the scientific method is that it is self-correct-
irig. Mistakes are made, observations are twisted to fit theories,
but eventually the process does tend to getitright. After all, the
Copernican revolution was eventually won.

Looking at the fusion controversy, we see that the scientific
community is not suppressing ideas. The computer networks-—
the modern equivalent of a party line—are filled with discus-
sion, both pro and con. A sampling of conversations between

scientists is peppered with phrases sach as, “I have (o remain
skeptical, but I sure hope this stuff isreal.” Scientists apparently
are champing at the bit to see the details published so that
attempts at replication can be made. Messages include specula-
tion on the possible physics, the impossible physics, the eco-
nomic repercussions, and the scientific background of the
principal characters. Whatever the eventual outcome, healthy,
open-minded skepticism looks like it will win this round. (3

Sagan, fromp. 8

sympathies, he is by no means the fanciful Sower child of
popular imagination. He urged the Soviets 10 open up their
nation to full two-way telephone traffic, and reiterated President
Lyndon Johnson’s observation that military reconnaissance
satellites justify by themselves the entire cost of the space
program, not least because they cool the whims of hotheads and
allow for prudent judgments and treaty verification. It would
appear that while Carl Sagan’s head may be in the stars, his feet
are firmly planted on planet Earth., And that the same hard-
headed approach enjoys considerable currency among interna-
tional space scientists today. L4

Moving?
Don't Leave NCAS Behind!
Send the mailing label from this issue
of the Skeptical Eye,
plus your new address, fo:

Grace Denman,
8006 Valley Street
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Allow four to six weeks for delivery.
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8006 Valley St.
Silver Spring, MD 20910

*STUDENTS: LIST INSTITUTION ATTENDING:

; Membership/Renewal Form _
I Yes, I agree with your purposes in exploring paranormal and fringe-science claims from a Single: _ @ $20.00
| responsible, scientific point of view, and to disseminate factual information about the results
i of such inguiries to the scientific community and the public. I understand that my membership Double: ____ @ $30.00
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__Education __ Fringe Medicine __ UFOs __ Other (list below)
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i NCAS = TREET APT. NO
i and mail to:
I CiTYy STATE ZiP CODE
i
i
i



5

e the FHovsewife . .. and O
d by Julia Leigh and ’\amd
anhaim, Maryland, 1988. 227

Advencement of Sa:im ‘ﬁeqe ‘? 1 ax uci@x o1l szﬂ‘ﬂv appean-
ing in u’m late, lamented S cience 80-86, were resuscitated and

redssued in book fomm.
The book is divided inio several parts, covering the mind,
biclogy, health, the Earth, the universe, mathematics and phys-
ics, and wexplained namral phenomena., Posed 25 answers 1o
guestions— "Why Do We Dream?” “What Was That Noise?”
—ithese ariicles avoid the cop-omt of an appeal to some super-
normal or mystical force, If mo clear amgwer was known 1o
science af the time the article was writien, that i3 where the
pexticular author left the question.

The tone of this book is ight without tivializing the subject
matter, Its scope is swpnsingly broad, and it succeeds in
conveying ihe excitement and the challenge of the vnkmnown.

For NCAS members this book is an excellent gift for friends
who are being solicited o subscribe 1o the wresponsible Time-
Life series, Mysieries of the Unknown. Here, in clear, crisp
lengnage, are discmssions of mysteries as varied as ball light-
ning (the title plece), the “missing mass” puzzle, and the
reversals of the Earth’s magnetic field. And here our fdends
will find that each guestion “is aninvilation 0 ponder a mysiery
o nesure” with 2m open mind.
UFOQ Abductions: A Dangeror

Promethens Books, Buffalo

SC

ns Ga arie, b by Philip 1.
200

Kla
N Sw OM\q 1988. U pages

dreading for the thousands
xvm mtmaqeﬂ budd H@@kms Iniruders or  Whitley
Strieber’s Comununion, those b@ﬂS&M@ﬂ&hSﬁlC best-sellexs that
alleged an alien conspiracy 10 abduct and interfere with huo-
mans.

“Tmagine that your young son was abducied from your home
by a foreign ferrorist group, such as Hezbollah, and was
retorned with a leg wound whose scar he would bear forever,”
writes Klass, an MNCAS board member and CSICOP fellow.
“And the same day vou learned that a neighbor’s 13-year-old

daughter also had been abducted by the same terrorist group and
impregnated with the sperm from one of its members. Further,
you also learmed that still another ﬂ@iﬁb@f, A PISEMANE WOmMan,
also had been abducted one might by the same terrorist group
and that ber unborn child had been r@mmﬂﬂ jom b
withowt her permission. And suppose that yon discovered that
similar incidents, involving the same . . . growp, Were CCCTing
anound. the nation. What would vou do?

“Surely you would repoit the incidents o local law enforce-
ment officials, and more mma?@lv——bocannw they occurred
natienwide—yon w@mﬂd report them o the Feder
Investigation, the U.S. g

er Womb

Bureau of
ment agency responsible for
bringing kidnappers to jmm T’Lnes e are serions crimes and if
2 foreign terrorist gronp wene responsible the resources of the
nation would be mobilized promptly to assure the safety of our
citizens.”
Yeﬁ when Klass asked Hopkins if ke had reported his alleged
O abductions to the FBIL, Hopkins replied: “That is the most

CTIR
.

H rd thing I've ever heard in my life.” When Klass persisted,
Hopkins dismissed the question as “patenily absurd” and re-
fused 1o discuss the idea.

Swrely, to any mind not already mesmerized by UFC-abduc-
fion famiasies, this exchange is Wuminating, It maﬂ es e
the sole difference between the kKidneppings reporied by the

“yictims” of UFOs and earthly terronists—ieality. In the world
of UFO abductions it wonld be dangerous to call mpon the FRI
because anyone who knowingly reporis a false kidnapping is
Tiable to a $10,000 fine and up to five years in prison.

Another benefit, almost incidenial o reading 4 Dangerous
Game, is the way in which it becomes abundanily clear that no
effo ﬂ has been made to subject any of ihe abduciion propo-

evident

menis” claims o scrutiny—elthough they have made every
effort o increase the mumber of claims. The Hmm*m/\mo*\»

approa: ach is always the same; Here is the claim; vou disprove it
This method-—ithe appeal ad ignoratiam, as logicians put it, or
the appeal to ignorance—allows Hopking and Strieber 1o skip
proving their claims by positive ew@mce becanse they can say
that no opponent. has disproved them. Obvionsly, this is af
variance with mormal scientific—or coiminal justice—proce-
qure,

Klass 1s concermed about possible psvchological scars that
may be suffered by those who believe—or are led to believe—
that they have been abducted by some alien force and experi-

{Contirned on page 10.)
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The Skeptics’ Bookshelr, from p. 8

mented upon. He advises that they get th @m@@hm o the hands

of a psychotherapist, not an abductionist.

In sorting out the most dangerous of current HMusions, one

might place psychic surgery and faith healing at the top of the

h@u asirology near the bottom, With its potential for real ham,
UFO abductions would have to fall just below ihe ﬁﬁp Thus,
persons genuinely concerned about “missing time” or other
aspects of supposed UFO abductions can benefit greathy from
this book. Klass offers a real core for these kidnappings, as he
canmot be beaten at letting the Hoplkins/Strieber mentality ex-
pose fiself.

Bare-Faced Messiek: The True Story of L. Ron Hubbard,
Russell Miller, Henry Holt and Company, New York, 1987
JE)"@ Pp-

Reviewed by Walter I, Rowe
Science fiction writer NMomman Spinrad once published a

sword-and-sorcery epic foumnded om an imteresting comceit.

Swppose Adolf Hiter had Jeft Germany after Warld War 1 and

immigrated o the United States, where he became a popwlar

pulp science fiction writer, Hidler™s Lords of the Swastika (Glled

with fis perancid reniings and power fantasies) becomes a

science fiction best-seller and wing the coveted. Hugo award.

Now, suppose Spinrad trned his plot around. Let’s have 2 pulp

science fiction writer set out to found 2 worldwide movement

dedicated 1o building a race of supermen. We'll even give him
aname: let’s call him Lafayeite Ronald Bubbard.

British jowmnalist Russell Miller has produced the definitive
biography of L. Ron Hubbazd, ihe creator of Dianetics and the

Church of Scientology. What emerges in his account of Hub-
bard’s life is a story of remarkable duplicity. Even in an age in
which the frandulent and second-rate are exalied, L.. Ron Hub-
bard is an astonishing phenomenon: never has 4 man with so
little in the way of positive a@f‘@mplisﬁm@ms gone 8o far, Miller,

in writing this book, had access to 2 mass of Hubbard’ s personal

papers, obtained from ex-Sciemtologist Gerry Armsimong. He is
thus able 1o juxtapose the “official” version of the seint’s life
with the real facts. Each chapter begins with the canomical
version, which Miller them pﬂ‘@@@@d@ 10 eviscerate with a detailed
merrative of that period of L. Ror’s Tife.

Several examples of ”the new information that this biography
provides will suffice. The Church of Scientology has proudly
proclaimed Hubbard’s valiant service in the U.S, Mavy in the
South Pacific, where it claims Hubbard commended a combat
vessel, was severely wounded in action, and recelved namenons
decorations for vaior, Al the end of World War I, L. Ron was a
blind and crippled derelict in a Mavy hospital. Miller reveals that
Hubbard, during his war service, never got closer to the South
Pacific them Sam Diego. After 2 brief tenure 25 the caplain of a
pairol boat, the MNavy relieved Hubbard of his command becanse
he had stupidly involved the United States in an international
incident with Mexico. The remainder of bis service consisted of
dodging combat and malingesing m hospital. According to
Miller, Hubbard, ever the patriot, later attempted to defrand the
U, 8. governiment through false disability claims,

An official biography credits Hubbard with breaking up 2
Satamic culi in Califormia shortly after his discharge from the
MNevry, Miller's neseanch reveals that L. Rom was an active and

gl

avid perticipant in Satanic rites at the home of s friend and
business associate, Jack Parsons, Parsoms was a member of
Ordo Templi Onlentis, the cult founded by Aleister Crowley.
Parsomns was a close friend of Crowley’s and, im his correspon-
dence with Crowley, mentioned his and L. Ron’s abortive
attempt to create the Moonchild—ihe Satamic Amti~Chidst.
Perhaps the official biography is comrect im s claim that
Hubbard broke up this Satanic culi—if by breaking up one
means munning off with and bigamously mamying Parson’s
mistress and attempting 1o defraud Parsons fm the bargain! L

Howe you recently read a good (or not so good) “skeptical”
book? Would you fike to review it for the Skepiical Bye? If so,
please contact Julie Stern ot 221 4 Tulip Drive, Falls Church,
VA 220456.

CORREC 'W“W
No,NCAS’s treasurer, Gr.
cause of a rtfp@vmpmc*ﬂ exT

ce Demman, is ot ps ]cmd J
T, her e p@mt of NCAS’s

expenses appeared as “1989 E xpenses” i the Jast ﬁssm @f
rﬂm:s publication.
A B gl o S - . )
fRickard’s Astrology, from p. 3

Noting that asirology i ha s een thorounghly debunked by such
Tistorical figures as Lucretius and St. Thomas Agquinas, as well
as by many contemporary scientists, Rickard reviewed the three
main objections to aswology that have been raised over the
years:

5 Philosophical: Astrology presupposes that our destinies

are determined by the stars end.can be read from them. This

inplies predestination and denies the concept of free will,
which is inherent not only i the Tudeo-Christian religion

Tout also in most of the world”s major philosophies.

B Empirical: Many carefully controlled sindies have com-

pared astrological predictions with events as they acinally

happened, butno positive correlation has ever been foumd.

Even in cases of twins scparated af. birth, the subseguent

similarities in their lives have been shown to be due o

genetic effects rather than to the coincidence of their birth

sigms.

B Physical: The well-kmown fact that the prec

earth’s axis has caused the constellaiions 1o Jﬂ ange their

apparent position in the sky is recognized by some astrolo-

gers but not by others. This shift, which should have a

profound effect om asirological predictions, instead hasno

noficeable effect—all prediciions are equally poor.

A more serions objection o astrology is the lack of amy
known physical mechanism by which the stars could affect. omr
lives. The two known long-range forces, eleciromagnetisim and
gravity, are both too week o have appreciable influence.
Rickard noted that the atiending obsieirician exerts more of a
gravitational pull on a newborm baby tham do all the stars and
planets combined. indeed, the car i which the mother is drven
o the hospital has even more of a gravitational effect than the
obstetrician. Perhaps the National Science Foundaiion should
fund a study to determine whether lifetime success and happi-
ness can be correlated by prenatal tramsporiation via Ford,

Chevrolet, or Churysler!

(Continued on page 11.)
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Penmn & Teller Special Mofice

Comic magicians and ovispolen skeptics Peom & Telller
biing thetr hit Broedway show to the National Theater om
Iupe 1. Any day now, NCAS members will receive a
special maﬂmr offering discoumnt mm@m covrtesy of Pemnm
& Teller, plus the @m@mmm 0 engage i 2 question-

and-answer session with them following i

he performance,
omly for NCAS mombers and their guests!

We anficipate a Sunday evening performance late in Jume,
amd orders must be returned promprly wpon teceipt of ibe
form. Stay wwmed to your madlbox for furcther details!

[



Volces from the Skeptic Tank

NAPHTHA SPEAKS

“Daphtha,” as regular readers of the NUCAS Skeprical Eye
kmow, is the spiritwal channel guide o the cosmic unconscions
of MCAS board member Jamy Jan Swiss. The 39,000-year-old
\'taphma fhas deigned 1o provide ns with words of wisdom on a
reguler basis. Swiss encourages readers to submit questions for
Naphtha om any issues of concern to them, whether they seek
commentary on cwent news affairs, sclentific, or skeptical
isswes, oOr p@mm&ﬂ advice. Swiss’s sessions with MNaphiha
usuedly begin with the following incantation;

SWISS: Eenie Meemnie, Chili Beenie, the spiriis are about

Sq Do vou have any general thoughts about the New Age
movement?

N Tt seems to me that New Agers are overqualified for Old
Age: they ve all been overcome by senility.

S: Did you see flne news stories several months ago about
the reporied sightings of “Chessie,” the Chesapeake Bay
monster?

N» More people have seen Elvis lately, for crying out lond!
S: Well then, what about LWT rfoot?

M Go tell your problems fo Thom McAn—what am I, 2
tore?

S: N o, Lmean THE Bigfoot: Sasquaich, Yetl; y youknow the
guy. Here s another guestion; Does a Bigloot s— in the
‘:V@Odsf

M Irecently read the claim (seriously!) that the reason we
cen’t find Bigfeet is that they live in the fourth dimension,

so the answer 10 your question is “Mo, they do it there.” So
fhere’s a tip for all you wavellers: Hip boois are crifical
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equipment in the next dimension—and make sure you
wipe your feet on the way back!

S: Peshaps you can explain the traly unexplainable: in light
of the fact that the movie Friday the 13th, Part 7 was
released last winter, how cam Jason comtinue 0 survive?

N: Apparently be’s homeopathic—yon gotia betier
answer? [

MAPHTHA’S BIRTHDAY HOROS! :
(For all persons bom under the sign of Gemini);
A SURI P. JSE IS IN STORE FOR YOU!
ALSO, ¥OU TEND TO TRAVEL APART

“?\(‘BM THE CROWD, THIS

‘,r:lp_; i

MOAS NEEDS YOU!

NCAS is in constant need of volumteers io
lelp plan and put on programs, prepare this
newsletier, put together mailings, and 50
forth. I yom are interested in volwateering
even a few howrs of your time, on 2 one-me-
onky or a wegwlar basis, please comtact
MNCAS s volunteer coordinator, Gary Stone,
by writing o him a1 P.O. Box 153, Annapolis
Tumection, MID 20701, or by calling him at
(301) 470-1530.
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